PhD / MLitt Application Guidelines
SCHOOL OF ENGLISH, DRAMA AND FILM, UNIVERSITY COLLEGE DUBLIN
The Applications Procedure
The School requires all applicants to complete and submit the following documents:
1. PhD / MLitt Application Form (available from the School’s postgraduate administrator, or from the School website)
2. A proposal statement (four to six pages – see guidelines below)
3. A bibliography of the major scholarly publications in the subject you wish to research
4. A proposed schedule for completing your research and thesis within two years (MLitt) or three to four years (PhD)
In addition, non-UCD students should submit the following documents in support of the application:
5. One copy of the official transcripts of your academic qualifications
6. One copy of your birth certificate
7. Two academic references in support of your application. Reference forms are available with the PhD / MLitt Application Form.
8. One copy of certificates of any additional qualifications, or evidence of any expertise, which may be advantageous to your studies (e.g. languages, IT skills, professional skills)
All applicants should enclose an application fee of €20. Cheques should be made payable to “School of English, Drama and Film, UCD (Graduate Fund)”. Applications not accompanied by the fee will not be considered. The fee is not refundable.
Your application should be sent to Postgraduate Administrator, School of English, Drama and Film, University College Dublin, Belfield, Dublin 4.
There is no deadline for PhD or MLitt applications.  If your application is accepted, your studies can commence in September, January or May.
Guidelines concerning the preparation of your application:
1. You should meet and discuss a possible proposal with the member of academic staff whom you would like to act as your supervisor. To select one or more potential supervisors, you should consult the staff pages on the school website (www.ucd.ie/englishdramafilm).  Contact details for staff are also found here.  If you are having difficulty selecting an appropriate potential supervisor, you may contact Dr Michelle O’Connell, Postgraduate Co-ordinator, by mail at the School of English, Drama and Film, or by email at michelle.oconnell@ucd.ie  You should seek the advice of your potential supervisor about your ideas, choice of materials, methodologies, or background reading, but s/he is not expected to comment on, edit, or revise your application proposal. The key purpose of meeting with your potential supervisor is to satisfy yourself, as the supervisor must also be satisfied, that you can work with each other toward the completion of your studies. However, the success of this meeting does not guarantee that you will be offered a place, as the School must consider your application in relation to a range of other factors.
2. Your academic references should be sought from academic staff under whose direction or tutelage you have studied, and who are familiar with your work. If possible, they should also have expertise in the area of study you intend to pursue in your research. Academic references are not required for applicants who have graduated in English, Drama or Film from UCD.

3. Your proposal statement should be typed or word-processed, double-spaced, with margins of at least one inch. It should run to not less than four pages and no more than six pages in length. In this statement you should provide a provisional title for the thesis, explain the central idea, question, or problem you wish to research, and justify the choice of material (texts, writers, period, genre or theories) you intend to study. You should give an indication of how this research might be organised into a thesis, outlining how the thesis might be divided into chapters. It may be useful to consult successful PhD / MLitt theses for ideas about how to organise a thesis into chapters. You should also give an indication of how you expect your research to contribute to knowledge on your chosen topic and in wider fields of study. You should explain what methodologies will be used in the course of your research, and also what resources you may need to consult or use.

4. Your bibliography should provide a list of the major publications on the topic you wish to research, or in the general area of your research. This should indicate that you have conducted a preliminary survey of existing research, and understand how your research might build upon existing research and scholarship.

5. Your proposed schedule should outline how you intend to complete your research and thesis within two years (MLitt) or three to four years (PhD). This might be divided into years or semesters. You should therefore think about what you would like to achieve in each semester or year of study. This will show that you understand how your research will accumulate into a thesis, and will give an indication to your potential supervisor of what kind of work you anticipate will be involved in completing your studies.

6. You should allow 6 weeks for the processing of your application.  Please specify whether you wish to apply for a January, May or September start.

You should visit the School’s website for details of postgraduate study, and to find out staff research interests and contact details: www.ucd.ie/englishdramafilm  

Address: School of English, Drama and Film, University College Dublin, Belfield, Dublin 4, Ireland.

Tel. No.: (for postgraduate enquiries) 7168157 (English); 7168604 (Drama and Film)

Email: (for postgraduate enquiries) hilary.gow@ucd.ie (English); Karen.jackman@ucd.ie (Drama and Film) 

