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• Volunteer led organisation with over 11,000 

members.

• Approx. 130,000 requests for assistance each year.

• Households on fixed & low incomes (social welfare 

& minimum wage employment).

• One parent families largest group assisted by SVP.

• Multifaceted issues & needs: 

▪ Energy poverty & utilities arrears

▪ Educational disadvantage & education costs

▪ Poor quality housing, unsustainable housing 

costs & homelessness

▪ Unemployment and difficulties accessing social 

welfare

▪ Food poverty

About SVP 



UCD Earth Institute SDG Seminar Series,  12th February 2019

Opportunities to influence and shape the debate

• Meetings with Ministers/Advisors/Departmental 

representatives

• Briefings for political parties/Presentations to 

Oireachtas Committees

• Evidence based submissions to Departments & 

responses to consultations 

• Commissioning research/ conducting in-house analysis 

• Press statements/media briefings

• Campaigns



UCD Earth Institute SDG Seminar Series,  12th February 2019

Challenge 1: Making a joined up approach to policy implementation work

• Social protection system does most of the heavy lifting: 

social transfers reduce poverty risk from 42.8% to 

15.7%. 

• But lack of investment in key services, in particular 

housing, health and childcare limits people’s ability to get 

out and stay out of poverty

• Poverty is a multi-dimensional issue requiring a whole of

government approach. 

• Difficulties working horizontally in a vertical system.

• Constant struggle to balance short-term pressures with 

long term goals.

• Much more research needed on the policy 

implementation process in Ireland, particularly whole of 

government approaches.  
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Challenge 2: Building public support for action

• Need to create better understandings of 

poverty among the public and build 

support for action: stereotypes and 

stigma persist.

• Irish Times No Child 2020: conversation 

on the causes of child poverty and what 

it will take to end it.

• Commissioned research on public 

attitudes to poverty (Children’s Right 

Alliance) & the economic costs of poverty 

(SVP & UCD).
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Challenge 3: Ensuring coherence across the SDGs

Questions?


